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A FOREWORD FROM THE DIOCESAN BISHOP

I am very glad to have this opportunity of sending warm greetings and
congratulations to the congregation and parlsh of All Souls with St. James on
the occaston of your centenary.

1881, when the Church was consecrated, seems 8 very long time ago, and
indeed it was a different world in the year that Disrasli dled. Your Church was
built as a witness to Lhe love of God In Christ to a growing population who
worked in the cotton milla around, and who lived in those long streets which
we know so well from the old photographs. It has been served for 100 years by
a successlon of hard working pastors and keen lay people.

Now much has changed, Most of the mills have gone, and we are all concerned
abeaul unemployment. Bolton's streets have also ssen sweeping changes, some
for the belter and some (according to your point of view) for worse, But the
purpose of All Souls remains the same, and we must all remember that the
Church is not really the building, but people -people committed to trying to
follow our Lord and showing his love to othsrs.

The Church needs the full support of many in order to do its work effectively -
to maintain our worship of God, our witness ta others of what the love of God
mesans, and our service to the community around -regardless of the colour of
their skins or their religious traditions, We need people who are committed to
give of their time and money.

So, | hope that your Centenary year will make mseny who read this booklst
think of the importance of Christian witness in these days, and do all that they
can to ensure that All Souls has a spendid future as well as a worthy past,

5.E.F. BOOTH-CLIBBORN
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AN INTRODUCTIONBY THE VICAR

The occaslon of the Centenary of All Spuls' Church wiil evoke many memories
of the past in the minds of many parishioners. No doubt many will remember
with much nostalgia the great moments and events in which they participated.
For happy memories of times past there witll be much thanksgiving.

Recalling the hislory of the Church leads us on to compsaring the past with the
present. Each age - and not least cur own - has its own particular difficulties
and challenges, and the faithful, petient manner in which each deals with its
own situation leaves a legacy for future generations to build.

We of the present generation look back on the past with thanksglving and look
forward to the future with hope. We trust that the legacy we leave for the
generation yet to come, is ane that is marked with praise for God, adoratlion
for our Blessed Lord, and faithful service to His Kingdom in the power of the
Holy Spirit.

To the praise and glory of His Holy Neme we dedicate ourselves anew,

John Chapman



IL must have been a very exciting time on that Thursday, 100 years ago, when
Dr, Fraser (the Bishop of Manchester) came to Bolton to consecrate our
beloved Church, and what pictures we have in our minds of what it must have
been like. Imagine no further, the following is & full description of what it was
really like., Nole too, the weather behaved traditionally - it rained!

CONSECRATION OF ALL SOULS' CHURCH
Taken from the Bolton Chronicle of July 2nd, 1881

The new church of All Souls', Aslley Street, which will take a large part in the
spiritual improverment of a rising portion of the Borough, was consecrated on
Thursday by the Rt, Reverend the Lord Bishop of Manchester in the presence
of a large bedy of local clergymen and people.

All Souls' Church and Schools have been esiablished and completed most
satisfaclorily by Thomas Greenhalgh of Thornydikes, Sharples, from means
bequeathed to hlm by his late brother, Nathaniel, of the same address; wha
died on February l4th, 1877 and who was, for many years, engaged in the
cotton spinning industry in Halliwell, and, with his family, had been ardently
attached to the Church of England, and was very desirous to promole the
spiritual and moral welfare of the poorer classes around him.

Nathaniel Greenhalgh, however, died rather suddenly, but his brother Thomas,
knowing of hls brother's thoughts and ambitions, determined Lo raise, from the
bequesls made to him by his brother, the Church and Schools of All Souls on
their presant slLe, which he had purchased some years previously.

We believe that Thomas Greenhalgh, in pursuance of his brother's aims,
proposes Lo construct ancther Church and School near Pikes Lane. (This was,
of course, the Saviour's Church on Deane Road, Ed.)

* DEDICATION

When Thomas Greenhalgh had purchased the site he aiso decided upon the
dedication of the Church and Schools. All Souls’ Schools were erected first,
Lhese being commenced in the spring of 1877. They were built from the plans
of Mr, J.J. Bradshaw of this town.

The huilding of the Church commenced in the autumn of 1878, and, as in the
case of the 5Schools, in a most unostentatious manner and as speedily as lts
substanttal character and spendid proportions would allow. Mr. Greenhalgh
Look great interest, and rendered valuable assistance In supervising the details,
in order to carry oul his deceased brother's ideas. The architects were Paley
and Austlin of Lancaster.

The new Church is of the late decorated period of Gothic architecture., The
plan is very simple, consisting of a nave, which Is a rectangle 86 feet long and
52 feet clear span, without aisles or arcades, but with a massive tower at the
West End 26 feel square, and at the East End a chancel 40 feet long with a
polygonal end, and with North and South aisles.

NAVE

The chencel opens into the nave with three lofty arches being 36 feet Lo the
highest apex. The maln object in the plan has been to secure an unabstructed
space as far as possible - the whole church, with the exception of the Lower,
forming a complele rectangle. The entrances are by & richly molded western
door and north porch,

The roof has an unusually. wide span (52 feet) and is one of the best features of
the Church and will, no doubt, be greatly admired. It Is of carved oak of varied
dasign, and semi-groined from the stone wall piers from which the sides of the
roof gpring. The main walls of the entire structure are of red brick, with
Longridge stone dressings outside and Stourton stone dressings inside.

The ground floor of the tower is devoted to a baptistry contalning a massive
fant in yellow Mansfield stone. (Since then a font cover in oak is also utilised
which was given by public subscription in 1930, this contalns a silver plate
stating "To the Glory of God and in loving memary of the Rev, William
Popplewell, M.A,, first vicar of this parlsh 1878-1923, Ed).

CHANCEL

The chancel floor i white marble, relieved with Dent black marble, diamond
shape. (Many yeers later the baptistry was given a tessellaled floor which
complements the chancel floor. This was given by 1.5. Ailnsworth in memory
of his wife, Ruth, Ed.) The sacred monogram LH.S. in raised gilt letlers
surmounts the reredos and below are the Apostles' Creed, the Decalogue, and
the Lord's Prayer done likewise. The pulpit, choir stalls, organ screen, and
lectern are all of cak, neatly embellished with carving.

There is no Gallery, and the absence of pillars and arches gives the body of Lhe
Church an entirely novel appesrance, and the extreme loftiness at once
impresses itself to the beholder.

Seats and all other woodwork in the nave are of pitch pine and varnished. All
the sittings are free and unappropiated.

[V}



WINDOWS

The east end of Lhe chancel is In the form of an apse, with one large central
window and, one on each side, two other similar windows. All these are filled
wilh beautiful rich stained glass. The principal window is in eight
comparlments, some of them representing incidents end ministations of Chrisl
upon Earth. The lwo side windows represent incidenls from the Acts of the
Aposlies. Benealh each window ls the appropriate text. At the foot of the
large window ls the Inscriptiont "This church was erected to the Glory of God

and in memory of Nathanie! Greenhalgh, who died February l4ath, 1877, aged.

61 years",

{The principal window al the west end in the Tower butlding used also to be of
stained glass and depicted ithe Creation, but due to severe vendallsm the
remains had Lo he removed. Another window replaced it which is not of stained
glass except the Cross in its uvpper portion - it is, however, & very pleasant
window and allows more light into the Baptistry, Ed).

All the other windows in the Church, except two wheel windows on the west
walls. are filled with small glass panes in lead in patterns and these allow
much light into the Mave,

In 1887 two more stained glass windows were added. First 2 window was placed
in the south-east wall over the wvestry, which bears the inscription: "This
window is erecled by the congregation of All Souls' Church as a Lhank-offering
Lo Alinighty God for that He put into the hearts of two of hla servanis to build
this house to Hia Glory and for the spiritual benefit of Thomas who shall
worship therein." (This window is based on Corinthians 1-13, Ed.) Mr.
Greenhalgh was so pleasad with this that he had lhe north-western window,
over the organ, to be placed stating: "This Church ls erected to the Glory of
God and in memary of Nathaniel Greerhalgh who dled February l4ath, 1877
aged 6) years." This window depicts David holding the Ark.

BELLS

An excellent peal of eight bells, founded and fitted in the tower by Messrs.
Taylor and Sons, of Loughborough, have been provided for All Souls' Church.
The whole weight of the entlre peal is 90 cwt. A number of young men
connected wilh the Church and Sunday Schoo) have been kindiy allowed to
learn the campanalogian art upon the bells of the Parish Church in this town
and had allained such proficlency as to be able to ring off on the maorning of
the consecration of the new edifice.

The gas pendants. which form e striking feature in the interior of the Church,
consists of 12 coronas, in black and gold, suspended from the longtitudinal
beams in the ceiling. {These tights have been replaced first by electric flood
lighting end secordly by electric light pendants, Other alterations sre belng
considered at the present time, £d.)

&

The argan, constructed by Abbotts of Leeds, is placed in such g position as to
be kept back from the line of arcades, so as not to block up the arches with
the pipes and confine the sound. The case s of Dantzig oak in the Gothic style
and was designed by the architects Paley and Austin.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

A Sunday School for boys and girls was also opened on the 2lst
December,1879, when there were about 180 scholars In attendance, and this

* important adjunct to the Church has been conducted with increased usefulness

and success since that time. The average attendance is now nearly 600. On the
Sth July, 1880, middle-class schools for boys and girls were commenced at All
Souls', and this institution ia also in a flourishing condition, the number of
pupils on the books being at present about 220. Cne of the schoolrooms, which
has hitherto been used as a temporary church, will now be devoted to the
purpose of a lecture hall.

CONSECRATION

The consecration took place on Thursday morning under unfavoursble
conditions so far as the weather was concerned, rain falling freely for the
greater part of the forenoon, Preparatary to the service the church bells rang
out cheerfully at intervals, sounding very sweetly and to great advantage,
whilst a few banners were displayed from contiguous residences.

The Bishop arrived shortly after eleven, and was at once escorted to the vestry
of the church. About 20 minutes past eleven, the clergymen and lay gentlemen
processed from the school along Astley Street to the west entrance, the
former wearing their surplices and distinguishing hoods. At the head was the
Ven. Archdeacon Anson M.A,, the Rev, Canon Tonge, M.A., Manchester and
Secretary to the Diocesan Soclsties, and the Rev. Canon Powell M.A., Vicar of
Bolton and Rural Dean.

The others present included the Rev. Willlam Popplewell, M.A,, vicar of All
Souls', the Rev. George Murton, curate of Cromer, Norfalk and nephew of Mr,
Greenhalgh, and 24 other clergymen. The lay gentlemen present included
Thomas Greenhalgh, Esg., T.L. Rushton, Esq., LP., W. Nicholson, Esq., J.P.,
W. Tristram, Esq., Thomas Thwaites, Esq., Lewls Murton, Esq., (Birkdale),
Henry Murton, Esq., T.W. Hewitt, Esg., Captaln G, Hesketh, Captain Tristram;
Messrs. J.B. Wareing and G.A. Clegg, churchwardens, and Messrs. T. Hilon, A.
Heolt, A. Whitehead, J. Bleakley, and W. Forrest, sidesmen of All Souls'. The
Rev. G. Williams, pastor of the Baptist Chapel, Astley Bridge, was also
present,

The church was completely filled as the Bishop received the procession at Lhe
west door, where Mr. Thomas Greenhalgh presented to him the formal petition
praying him to consecrate the Church. The Bishop immediately intimated that
he had read the pstition and acceded Lo its prayer. The Bishop and clergy then
processed up through the centre of the nave to the chancel, whilst the 24th
Psalm was chanted by the clergy and choir.
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From his position at the Altar the Bishop immediately procesded with the
preliminary part of the service, which was impressively gone through. The
shortened form of the Mattins succeeded; the first lesson, St. John 17, being
read by the Rev. George Murton. The prayers were said by the Vicar of All
Souls' and the Rev, Canon Powell, Vicar of Bolton, read the epistie of the day,
Ephesians 2-13, and the Ven. Archdeacon Anson and the Rev, Canon Tonge also

inok part in the service. One of the mast interesting features was the musical.

part: the organ was heard to good advantage, especially in the Te Deum and in
the hymns which consisted of the welt known "The Church's One Foundation”
and "O God, who lovest to gbide".

The deed of consecrstion, read by J. Burder, Esq., the Bishop's Secretary,
recited the object in view by the erection of the Church was Lo meet tha
wants of a largely increasing population. The total cost of the Church was
£20,000 and would be designated "All Souls' Church, Bolton-le-Moors",

SERMON

The Bishop took for his text Luke 21, §, "Men's hearts failing them for fear and
for looking after those things which are coming on the Earth".

"From time to time,” he said, "In the chequered history of the Church, they
found how men's hearts failed them with fear and how they thought that the
end of the world had come because there were wars and rumours of wars and
dizaster by sea and land". But the Bishop also hoped that in thé hearts of those
who loved Christ there was growing an increasing purpose to make His Church
more and more answer its great purpose, which was to convert and win souls
far Christ,

Al the present time the Church of £ngland had opportunites such as it had
never had before. He asked the laity and clergy were they rising in their hearts
and consciences to an adequate conception of that. They must not think that

because the Church of All Souls' had been butlt and endowed, and because It-

was fair In its proportions - and beautifully fair to the tests - that the work
had been done, It was but just beginning. They all - clergy and people - ought
to be embarked on one great cause, and there was nothing that ought to
gladden their hearts so much as when men came willingly forward to offer
themselves in the service of God.

THE LUSNCHEDN
A lunchean, in school, followed the service - for sbout 200 people, Not only

was the repast excellent itself, but the attractiveness of the room was
enhanced by a number of bannerettes and a variety of foliage plants

Following the meal there weare severa!l toasts: Mr. Greenhalgh proposed Lhe
Glueen; the Prince and Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal family; Ald.
T.L. Rushton proposed the Bishup and clergy of the Dlocese; the Rev. A.
Birley, Vicar pf Bolton-le-5ands proposed the architects of the Church; Messrs.
Patey end Auslin and also Mr, J.). Bradshaw, architect of the Schools; Capt.
George Hesketh proposed the heslth of the Vicar of All Souls's the Ven.
Archdeacon Anson propossd the health of the trustees of All Souls'; and the
Bishop proposed the health of the Chairman, Mr, Thomas Greenhaigh.

In replying to Lhe toest to him Mr. Greenhalgh sald that the occeslon was a
great incident In his life, and one he had snxiously looksed forward to for
several years, The idea of Lhat scheme was long the subject of conversation
between him and his brother, He had bought the land seven years ago when the
population was repidly increasing and building land was being quickly absorbed.

Eventually, cams the oppportunity to carry out the noble scheme., It was
almost useless for him to state that it had been purely and entirely a lahour of
fove. Hed il not been thst he could not have done what he had done. He had
had the sdvice of numerous friends - his Lordship on one side and his friend
Mr, Ruston and others, on the other stde. He took no credit for himself in the
matter beyond being the servant of God; he had only done his duty; nothing
more, and he wished for no {urther reward beyond being the Servant of God.

DESIGNATION

The designatlon of the Church was his own suggestion, The title of All Souls'

. was new In the locslity, and there were but few churches so called in the

country; but as the style of architecture and internal arrengements were of a
new character he thought that its title ought also Lo be new. All the seals
were free and unappropiated. (In churches thoss days, worshippers were
ollowed to sit in thelr own private pews which they rented from the Church -
the poor people who could not afford to do this were pushed into the
background, Free snd unapproplated pews throughout s church were then
almost unheard of. Ed.) That was a point he and his brother often talked gboul,
and agreeably their wishes had been carried out. He was very happy and
contented.

EVENING SERVICES

Following the Juncheon a service was held in Church in the evening, again it
was full to Its capacity, indeed, in order to afford sufficient sitling
accommedation, forms had to placed down the alsles,

The prayers were read by the Rev. William Popplewell, M.A., vicar, and the
Rev, G. Murton, vicar and Rural Dean of Bolton,

The Bishop, who again occupied the pulpit, tock for his text part of the 14th
verse of the 12th chapter 1l Corinthians: "I seek not yours but you". He told the
congregatton this evening sarvice had been arranged because it was known that
at Lhe main Consecration Service in the morning many people could not be
pregsent by reason of their occupation. .



He toped that Lhe 30th June, 1881, would be remembered in that
neighbourhood as a day on which thet beautiful House of God was set spart by
a liberal minded Christian man for the benefit of God's Christian people wilhin
the new parish of All Souls'. The founder's object was to bulld a church which
shoutd be specially useful to the people among whom it was planted.

Mr. Greenhalgh had said he wished the church to be one In which everybody
could see and hear, and he wished it Lo be a church In which Lhere would be no
uncomfortable draughts to send people awey wilh colds. (Those last words will,
no doubt, raise a few little chuckles, Ed.)

The fishop proceeded and said that in too many cases people seerned to stand
aloaf from our churches, and the problem was, how were Lhey, as a8 church, to
get al the hearl and affection of the people of this land? The question might
also be asked why did they wish to see larger congregationa?

The answer was hecause they trusted Lhat if they did thelr duty they would win
even more souls. They did not want thelf money so much ss their hearts and
hands to help them on In every good work. They wanted them in order to teach
one enother Lhal they must love their God, and serve him, and Lhat they should
do Lo Lheir neighbours as they would have them do unlo themselves.

In conclusion, his Lordship exhorted his hearers to lead Godly lives, so thal
they might be prepared Lo meet God when he called them to account.
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LIST OF INCUMBEINTS

The Rev. William Popplewell 1878 - 1923
The Rev. J. Hill MartLin 1923 - 1928
The Rev. Alfred B. Harris 1928 - 1934
The Rev. G.A. Harper 1234 - 1943
The Rev. Wm. Ratcliffe 1943 - 1947
The Rev. Robl. R, Wiison 1947 - 1950
The Rev. A.T. Richards 1951 - 1961
The Rev. K. Newlon 1961 - 1964
The Rev. B.H. Kelly 1964 - 1973
The Rev. G.N, Higham 1973 - 1978
The Rev, J. Chapman 1978 -

CURATES

Rev.J.H.Barnelt, June 1884-Juna 1886 Rev.T.W.Allen, May 1905-June 19056
Rev.F.D.Brookes, Oct 1886-Aug 1887 Rev.P.B.Jackeson, Jun 1907-Nov 1914
Rev.).H.Wolfenden Feb 1888-May 1890 Rev.J.R.Armitage Oct 1915-Feb 1918
Rev.C.Heaton, Oct 1890-Oct 1892 Rev.A.Rgbinson, Jun 1930-May 1934
Rev.G.Malthews, Apr 1893-Feb 1895

Rev.J.D.Woodhall, Jun 1895-Mar1903
Rev. G.R.Davles, May 1903-April 1905

Rev.R.Ladda, Sepl 1962-Dec 1969

Rev. L, Morley, Oct 1937-Apr 1940

FROM THE PAST

Befare the Parochial Church Councils' Act of 1919 ths administration of the
Church was carried put by what was known as the Vestry. This was composed
in law, of persons who were rated for the relief of the poor in the Parigh, but,
in practice it was usually composed of the Vicar, the Churchwardens and
Sidesmen, The following is an example which was probably the first mesting of
its kind ever to take place at All Souls',

MINUTES OF VESTRY MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 29th 1862

The Rev, W, Popplewell, M.A,, was in the Chair. A meeting of the Vestry was
held on this date to consider the advisability of engaging assislance for the
Vicar In the work of the Parish, either In the form of a Curate or Scripture
Reader,

Moved by Mr, Crook, seconded by Mr, Mather and supported by Mr. Hiton and
carried unanimously that Mr, March be appointed Secretary. Moved by Mr.
Forrest and seconded by Mr. Hiton that Mr. LH. Rostron be Assistant
Secretary.

A sub-committee was formed consisting of the Vestry, the whole of the Sunday
School teachers and certain members of the congregation, with power to add
to thelr numbers, to carry on and further the above object.

Signed, W, Popplewell

THE FIRST PAROCCHIAL CHURCH MEETING, APRIL 13 19520

The Vestry had now lost much of its power through the Parochial Church
Councils’ Act of 1919, and following are the minutes of the first Parochial
Church Meeting, held annually, and which was formed to elect the members of
the Parochial Church Council for the coming year. Affairs were now of a more
demgcratic nature, and became even more so by the introduction of the
Synodical Government Act of 196% when the Vestry meetings were dispensed
with,

The Vicar, the Rev. William Popplewell, M,A,, was In the Chair. It was
resolved that the Parochial Church Council be composed of 38 elecled
members. The following were then elected: Mra. Archer, Mrs. Chase, Sister
Farnsworth, Miss £, Kay, Mrs. Knowles, Mrs. Lancaster, Miss B. Popplewell,
Miss Rylands, Mrs, E. Thornley, Mrs, White, Miss Willis, Miss Williams, Mrs,
Hargreaves, Mrs. A, Kay, Mrs, T, Archer, Mr. J. Collier, Mr, W, Fletcher, Mr,
F. Hampson, Mr. N, Jones, Mr. F. Knowles, Mr, J.A. Margerison, Mr,
Markland, Mr, H.E. Norris, Mr, J, Parr, Mr. J. Pertington, Mr, A, Poliit, Mr.
A, Shepherd, Mr. C,W. Stanes, Mr, A, Trett, Mr. J. Turner, Mr. G. Watson, Mr,
F. Williams, Mr. J. Woods, Mr, P. Entwlstle and Mr. J. Nerris.

" The Rural Decanal Conference Representatives were: Mr. H. Norris and Mr.

C.W. Stones, The Diocesan Representatives were: Miss B. Popplewell and Mr.
R. Lord. It was also agreed thet Sidesmen be elected from the members of
that body.
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On a general discussion an Parochial matters it was recornmended to the
Council, at its first meeting should consider the wage of the Apparitor, and
the Wardens be asked to present a statement showlng approximately the
amount earned by way of 'extras’.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chairman, the singing of
the Doxology and the Blessing ‘pronounced by the Vicar.

Signed, W. Popplewell, April 5th, 1921

THE FIRST PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING ON APRIL 27th 1920

The Rev. W. Popplewell in the Chair.

The following were elected:

Vice-Chaeirman: Mr. R. Lord

Secretary: Mr, George Walson

Treasurers: Mr. R. Lord and Mr. J.5. Ainswarth

Sidesmen: Messrs, T. Archer, F. Hampson, N. Jones, F. Knowles, J.W. Kay,

H.E. Norris, J, Partington, C.W. Stones, J. Turner, A.R. Trett, F. Williams,
and J, Woods,

Procedure of Meetings: It was decided thai a quorum should be nine and that
meetings should be held once a month - the first Tuesday in each month, and

thal notice should be given in all departments of School and Church the Sunday
before the meeting.

The Apparitor's wage was again brought up and after much discussion was

again left over to the next meeting, a motion being made that |f any advance
waa given it should date back.

Mr, Stones, cricket club, and Mr. Trett for the Tennis, made applieations‘fcnr
the loan of crockery for use on the Reec. field. It was decided to loan the
crociery, and two persans on each committee should stand responsible.

The Council objected to waxing the floor for dancing {Lecture Hall) as
unnecessary and dangerous to children and old people, and it was decided that
the offenders should suffer,

Signed, R. LLord, June 8th, 1920

(To the curlous regarding the Apparitor's wage, it was eventually fixed at 10/-
exlra per week, Ed.)

1t is perhaps worthy of note that among the people elected Lo the first
Parochial Church Council, was a lady who, as a beby, was the first to be
baptised in All Souls' Church,
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THE OPIUM OF THE PEOPLE

Some years sgo on TV., Adam Falth told the Archbishop of Canterbury that
the Church was out of touch wilh the working class. The Archbishop seemed to
agree that this might have been true twenty ysars ago.

It certalnly wasn't true in the parish of All Souls', Boiton sevenly years ago. As
we did not then have industrial chaplains teking the Church Lo the worker, the
workers went to Church, and Sundey School. The Church and Sunday School

. and the Morth End Mill (now demolished), all of generous proportions, towered

over the hub of the long rows of two-up-and-two-down which spoked out to the
parochial boundsries, You would be hard put to find a dozen parishioners you
could call middle class and thal would include the Vicar himself, the doctor, a
clerk or two, and perhaps a mill overlooker, or under-manager whose class
status would be doubtful.

Six daye a week most of the other parishioners over the age of twelve scoured
the flag pavements with their iron clad clogs es they hurrled to mule, loom or
foundry floor before Lhe six o'clock buzzer sounded., They returned home well
after sunset in winter and not much befare it in summer, But on the seventh
day they polished the pavements with their leather soles and rubber heels.
They would be no more likely to go to church in clogs than a Moslem would go
to his Mosque in shoes.

No one did more polishing than old Bob. His bare feet had pol!shed the oily
floorboards, es he walked between a pair of mules which had spun fine
Egyptian cotton yarns for fifty six hours a week for almost as many years. On
Sunday he polished his boots till they looked like patent leather. His bald head
looked like ivory. Hia linen collar and dickey had a shining whiteness produced
by wifely care and attention with soap and water, starch and lron. His chin and
cheeks had been scraped with his cut-throat razor till they were as smooth a3
a baby's. Then, dressed in his weli cared for black suit he would tread the path
whers no primrose or even a privet grew, to sarly morning Communion, back
for breakfast, then te morning Sunday School and Matting, home for dinner,
then to afterncon Sunday School, home for tea and then to Evensong.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School for most of us was almost es compulisory as day school. There
was a Sunday School of about 200 boys and a similar one for girls. There were
others for babies up to five years, young ladies’ and young mens', separate, not
co-ed of course, the mother's class and the men's class about 30 to 50 strong.
Mothers were excused morning attendance to attend to the Sunday joint or the

* lobscouse, or the suet dumpling broth according to the state of the wage

packet on the previous Friday.

12



1881
Buiit for the UJorking (lass

The polishing of Bob's person and clothing was an outward sign of his Inward

. pride o his superintendency over the boy's Sunday School. But he disdained to

polish his speech, He had a rich, Lancashire accent and to hear him say the
Lord's Prayer In the 'vulgar' Longue was a rare example of simple dignity, We
older boys who had just passed our scholarship exams for the Secondary (not
modern) School and were trying to lose our accents before going there, might
titter as he would say "Meh lads, shut your een and look this way" previous to
prayers, or, when he announced the hymn, "Onward Christian Sowdjers". And
when most of the young men's class and even a few aof the boy's school had
marched to war in Flanders and the Dardanelles he would say with genuine
emotion "Let's prey for our sowd)ers, sallors and alrmen, by lend or air and
t'watter”, And when one of our number emigrated he would lead us in singing
"God be with you till we meet again".

RESPECT AND L.OVE

We might titter occasionally at old Bab but he could hold us by his homilies
and et bottom we respected and loved him, Much more so than the Vicar whom
we feared, The Vicar had been there since long before Gueen Victorla departed
this life, and he carried wilh his mutton chop whiskers (now again in fashion), a
belief in strict disclpline and a propensity for very long sermons, well into the
twentieth century, He would clip a lad over the esr in Sunday School for
misbehaving, and “spare the rod and spoil the child" was one of his favourite
mottos.

The boy's Sunday School was divided for instruction purposes into about sixteen
gra J:va Each hed a teacher whose main qualification was that he should be a
"God fearing man® and whose main duty was to see that each boy read aloud
from a portion of the Scriptures. The teacher I best remember was often
absant for several weeks, but on his return would interest us with stories of his
travels in Russia, France or Germany where he had been erecting textile
machinery for Dobson and Barlows, His theology, hawever, was rather weak
and his patience a little short. Once, when we were rather restive he sald
"When good lads go to 'eaven Lhey get golden harps, but t'way as some o' yo's
carryin' on yo'll be lucky if yo' get penny whistles!"

The large Sunday Schoal bulldings were by no means Idle on weekdays, Dances
and whist drives were forbidden by our slern vicar: The Band of Hope listened
to lectures on Lhe evils of drink and many signed the pledge never to touch,
taste nor handle intoxicating liguor. No doubt many have since broken the
pledge, but there is also no doubt that Lhey have been restralned from excess
by the exhortations of thal time. The Lada Brigade drilled with their durmmy
riflas, lsapt over the vauiting horse and contorted on the parellel bars. The
‘Players’ prezented strong drama and if they occasionally losl an aspirale or
even a line of their parts; the evils of gambling; of drink and wife beating
came no less vividly across the footlights, But if drinking was an evil, eating
was not and we had enormous suppers of potato ple and pickied red cebbage.
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THE SERMONS

The great event of the year was the Annual Serrmons and the welk round the
parish. Proceeding It were months of planning by thrifty molhers of large
families who, by hook or crook or more likely by clothing club coupons or
carefully hoarded Co-op "divi", dressed her brood in a manner fit for the
occaslon,

There was tmuch coming and going to the dressmasker, miltiner, tallor and
hatter. Much pondering of questions, "Can we afford to put Jack ir.\I long
trousers snd, If so, will Willle accept Jack's obeolete knickerbockers”, and
"What Is the latest in women's hats?" or "What sre you getting Mary for
U'sermonsa Mrs. Jones?”" And then the sorry thought thal "Wea can'lL keep up with
thal". There would, also, be more speculation sbout the weather than there Is
now for & Lest match.

A fine day would bring rejoicing and freedom from fear that the hard come-by
finery would be ruined by rain. There would also be some anxiety as to \n:"hethir
fit and style were right, and whether the new ghoes might pinch on the "walk".
But once donned, the new clothes gave 8 sense of prosperity and well-being
afler six days in a weaver's clogs end shaw!, a foundryman's moleskin trousers
or a colton spinner's greasy overall.

PROCESSION

Old Bob, resplendent in silk hat and frock coat, marshalled the procession, The
bugtes and drums of the Leds' Brigsde would sound, and re-echa from Lhe mill
walls and bring mothers from their Jobscouse pans to their front doors. The
Primitives, Independents, Wesleyans, Baptists, Zlonists and Romans, would risk
lsteness at their own chapels by stoppling to see us pass, and perhaps comment
on the unusual appearance of Joe, the mill stoker, now in a blue serge suit and

bowler hat.

would halt in one of the longest and meanest streets. Old Bob would stand
:'198 hard cart, raise hls urnbrelgls, announce "Th'owd ‘undreth" and lead us in
singlng to the Lord with a cheerful voice. Then on to the crowded church lc;
hear the special preacher, the spectal hymns, and to contribute to the specia
collection. Silver threepenny bits had been hoarded for the occaston,

It did not seem quite Lhe sarme again when we came back from the first world
war. We seemed to find other pursuits, hiked or biked over the moors,
experimented with "cal’s whiskers", or lant an ear to the prophets of a new
religlon who said that religion was the oplum of the pecple.

I wonder too, if the Archbiship snd Adem Faith had lived in our parish during
the first two decades of this century, whether Lheir mesting point on T.V.

would have been rather different, perhaps more vital. Or am [ looking back at
the past through nostalgic tinted glasses.

T.5. BENSONM
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY MINUTE BY MINUTE

Extracts From the Councii Minute Boaoks

Ap 23 1889 A vote of thanks given to the Temparance and Sick Societies.

Ap 4 1893 Recorded in the Easter Vestry minutes that Thomas Greenhalgh was

now convalescent following a serious illness.

Ap 16 1895 A resolution was passed expressing the regret of the parishioners

and congregation at the severance of official connection with the parish of Mr.

Thomas Greenhalgh and wishing him long life and happiness in his new home,

(This was at Silverdale, Ed.}

Ap 7 1896 New classroom opened (This was the ante room. Ed.}

Mar 9 1857 Miss Green was appointed as pastoral visitor.

Mar 31 1858 A vote of thanks was passed to Messrs. Musgrave and Barnes for

the use of @ photomotoscope in School,

AIE 26 1898 The account of Messrs Harker and Sons for cleaning and paintlng
e Lhurch was presented, this amounted to £175.18.0.

. Ap 26 1898 The vicar announced the details of the "Greenhalgh Bequests" .1.

The répalr of the Church and Schoolj 2. The fund for provlding hats and dresses

for the little singers at the Annual Sermons; 3. The Benevolent fund for

distributton on Decembar 24th in each year.

Ap 17 1892 The tender of a Mr. Bradbury for peinting the boundary walls of

Church and School was accepted this was £26.14.0. Also a tender from Messrs,

J. Harker and Sons of £10.0.0. was accepted for painting the exterlor iron work

of Church and School.

Jun 14 1899 The Vestry decided that a brass plate be placed in church to

commemorale the donors of the Church, the late Messrs, Nathaniel and

Thomas Greenhalgh.

Nav 7 1901 Miss Green's stipend be raised from £10 to £30 per annum.

Ap 7 190€ Vote of thanks passed to Mr, George Harwood for his kind gift of a

ﬁa'm-rail to the pulpit steps. Also a vote of thanks was passed to Mr. James

Arrowsmith for his kind gift of oak gates for the Cornmunion Rall.

Ap 13 1909 Parishioners admitted Lo the Easter Vestry meeting for tha first
ma.

Ap 9 1912 A resolution was unanimously passed strongly protesting against the

proposal to disestablish and disendow the Church in Wales,

Ap B 1913 Reference was made to the impending levy on the parish for

finances of the Diocese, The parish, it was sald, would no doubt discharge its

obligations in this respect when the time came. (This was the beginning of

what is now the Diocean GQuota - a real headache in these days, Ed.)

Mar 30 1920 Resclved that the male members of the Parochial Chureh Council

be "asked to take the duties of Sidesmen. (This was the beginning of the

Parochial Church Council Act of 1919, Ed.)

AE 13 1920 Election of first Parochial Church Council at the Annua) Parochlal
urch Meeting.

Jun B 1920 The first Electoral Roll compiled. Also the first attempt to

encourage the congregation and parishioners to give weekly.

Jun 8 1920 The Apparitor's house purchased at a total expense of £209.

Jul 17 1920 Parish magazine running at a loss, Mr., F. Benson appointed

Secretary.
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Jan 18 1921 Decided to shorten the Church Services by evolding long hymns,
psalms and sermons.

Nov 15 1921 Letter from Col. Hesketh reminding the Councll they had not yet
patd anytRing towards thetr levy for the year.

Jan 10 1922 The first financial budget presented Lo the Council and Annual
Parachla!l Church Meeting, Coke, Water and Gas was £145, Church Levy (now
Diocesan Quota) £38.

July 24 1923 Another letler from Col, Hesketh re the Church Levy. It was left
over,

Mar & 1924 Permission was given to hold Whist Drives in School by our
organisations on condilion that money so raised be not employed for any
spiritual purpose.

Mar 24 1924 Permission was glven by the Council to place a cross in the
Sacrariusm. 23 votes for, 10 against.

Aug 14 1924 Resolved that after 8 Dance the Schoolroom floor be cleaned with
wet sawdust by the Apparitor and that a fee of 1/- be paid him by the
organisation concerned.

Dec 19 1924 Another lelter received from Col. Hesketh acknowledging our
coniribution to the Levy, but it was nat the full amount.

Feb 17 1925 Another letter received from Col. Hesketh - received without
commenl.

May 6 1925 Council gave permission to Wedding, Christmas and Birthday
Parties to drink one wine glass full per person, and no more, of wine, on the
premises of All Souls'.

July 18 1925 Col. Hesketh still writing letters for Levy Maoney.

ec 31925 Price of coke 31/8 per ton.

Dec 3 1925 Letter read from Col. Hesketh. Council decided to pay £15 making
the Total Tor the year £25 for the Church Levy.

Mar 9 1926 Council informed that the Church Bslance Sheet gave a very
unsatisfactory picture. The deficit was £27.6.9.

Sept 23 1926 Permisslon received to lay clnder tennis courts at Rough
Meadow.

Sept 23 1926 The Mothers' Class had purchased two potato pie dishes and said
thal as they seemed to be In general use In the kitchen would the Council
purchase them, Council agreed.

Jan 27 1927 Minute passed that in future, dance bands receive a maximum of
Jan 27 1927 Coke, Gas gnd Water for the year was £150.

Mar 7 1927 Ways and means discussed of how to Improve the poor financial
situaltion.

Jun 2 1927 Resulting from the construction of Crompton Way, which
necessitated another branch road being constructed to the Bleachers'
Assocition works near 'Rough Meadow', the Council decided to make a new
entrance at the top of the slope with steps leading down to the 'Meadow'.

Jun 2 1927 Another letter received from Col. Hesketh regarding the Church
[Cevy. The matter was left over.

Aug 11 1927 The Council passed a resolution congratulating Col. Hesketh, a
trustee of the All Souls’ Benefice, upon his election as a Freeman of the
Borough of Bolton,
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Sept 15 1927 The Council decided that the workers conducting the children's
services be allowed £5.15.0 for purchasing books of hymns and prayers.

Feb 23 1928 Inauguralion of P.C.C. £1000 Consolidalion Fund.

Feb 23 1928 Estimated expendilure for 1928 was £571.2.11,

Mar 29 1978 Tennis Club decide to change one of the grass courts to shale.

Apr 26 1928 Great concern about the *falling off' of choir members.

Aug 9 1928 Football club formed. '

Falg 141979 Estimated expenses for 1929, £537.1.3.

Mar § 1979 Sub-Committee appointed 'wilh a view to escertaining the cause of
the many draughts and air currents In Church and Lo reporl some remedy’.

May 9 1929 The Councll protested agalnst the new assessment for Lhe
Dlocesan Levy of £70.14.0. This was then reduced to £66.6.0,

May 9 1929 Contract of £183.6.0. placed with Dobson and Barlow to inslall
electric Tlood, and other lighting in Church. (This replaced the old gas fittings.
Ed.) At the same time a comprehensive scheme of renovating to take place in
the church and schools, including heating apparatus in Church, organ blowing
to electric, repairs to School yards, pointing of Schools, decoration of Girl's
room and staircase and the electric lighting of the Schools, at a total cost not

exceeding £500. .

Oct 10 1929 Schools decoraled inslde and out at a cost of £46.10.0.

Feb I3 1930 Budget for the year was £906 expenditure.

Mar 1€ 1930 Complaint that the Organist was introducing too many new tunes
at once.

July 17 1930 Dupiex envelope system of regular giving introduced,

Aug 14 1930 Complalnt sent to the police reporting demage to boundary walls
and windows.

Mar 19 1931 P.C.C. declded that the choir be robed, with 20 persons for and 15
agalnst. Cost £35 for 30 members,

Mar 26 1931 Decision made to hold a Parochial Mission.

Mar 28 1931 Account recelved for replacing a broken window in School, of 8/6.
The account given to the boy responsible, for payment. it was also decided
that the plumbing work be placed aeleewhere in future,

Nov 12 1931 Charges for admisslon to Dances in School raised Lo 9d per
person.

Dec 17 1931 50ih Jubllee Bazaar held in School and raised £636.

Jan 28 1937 Ory rot in Schoo) roof.

Mar 17 1932 Full Lime caretaker's wage, £2.7.6. weekly.

Aug I8 1937 Lecture Hall and ante~-room completely and fully decorated at a
cost of L18.

Apr 20 1933 Appeals made for an incresse in attendance at Divine Service.

Eﬁr E_ﬁ] %E;} Long debate on the guestlon of whether or not the greal number
of Seclals In School were beneficial both financially and spiritually.

Agpr 20 1933 Report given re a united procession of witnass in Lhe Parish,

Apr 26 1934 Diocesan Quota for 1934 £75. £30 only donated Lo Diocese.

Mar TT 1935 Complaints that the congregation were not ‘pulling their weight'
in The hymn singing in Church,

Mar 11 1935 The first wearing of liturgical stoles in Church.

Oct 29 1935 Tiied step built in Sanctuary Lo raise the Altar higher.

June 20 1938 Estimated expenditure for 1939 £662.
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Mar 7 1939 Church roof to be examined by a competanl architect.
Sep 11 1939 School windows blacked out due to danger of air raida.
Jan T 1940 Dry rot accidentally discovered on the Astley St. side of the church
roof,

Jan 14 1941 Declsion made to buy six steel helmets for the use of volunteer
firo walchers.

Feb 4 194) Dry rot on Astley Street side of church roof had been repaired but
51 had now been discovered on the South Side of the roof.

Jur 30 1941 Dismond Jubilee of consecration of All Souls' Church. Bishop of
Manchester preached at a special serlvgice on July 13, 1941,

& Estimsated expenses for 1944, £836.

FJ::: El S'[ 9122 NEw boiler plug additione! radiators instalted in the School st a cost

F 154,

geb 12 1946 Estimaled expenditure for Church and School, 1946, was £885.

Feb 12 1946 Young communicants fellowship formed,

Tan 73 1947 Proposal by Lhe vicar to sell the old vicarage on Blackburn Road
and Lo buy a suilable house in Harpers Lane, rejected by the Council.

Feb 4 1948 Declision made to put screen on each side of the chancel behind the
choir slalls, alao that we have @ side chapel in the north choir aisle which
would be in memory of all those who served and lost their lives In Lhe second
world war. Additionsl wood-work Lo be utilized from redundant pews.

Nov 29 1949 Our Digcesan Guota dropped from £69 to £50 per annum!

May 31 1950 Work commenced on the bond beam, which had dry rot, on the
south side toof. Also other drastic repair work to be done on the north side of
the roof.

Qct & 1950 Duplex envelope scheme for church collections commenced,

Mar 77 1951 Estimated expendilure for Church and Schools 1951, £1060.

May I 1951 Bishop to presch a speclal service in connection with the 70th
Jubllee on July 25th.

Duec eZ 1952 ghurch weather vane on roof of tower, which bore the figures
1B8Y, had been blown off and destroyed!

Apr 7 1953 Estimated expenditure for Church and Schools, £1213.

Jul 70 1954 Baptistry floor paved with tiles,

JoT 20 1954 Thanks glven to the men who had cleaned Lhe Church,

Kigv 1 1958 Upstairs room let to a table tennis club on two evenings per week
at a charge of 10/-

Jul 12 1955 Extensive repairs and renewals due on School roof.

Aug I 1955 Parish bible study group formed.

Sep 13 1955 70th Jubllee of our sister church the Saviour's,

Rlov 30 1955 School botler and kitchen geyser causing trouble.

Jan 11 1956 £128] raised for pointing of the church tower.

Fab 1 1956 Complaints of the church being cold due to broken windows.

Mar 15 1956 Estimate of £1640 received for complete pointing of the church

Tower. Apphcation to the Diocese for a loan. £550 loaned plus grant of £50.
Jun 19 1956 75th birthday, Jure 30th, 1956 and plans mede for celebrations
and a special service in church,

May 14 1957 Youth Club formed.
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Dec 2 1958 £170 paid to our Quota for 1958,

Jan & 1959 Rural Dean paid a visit Lo the Vicar (Rev. A.T. Richards) to inform
him that the Quota fell short and that we owed £31. P.C.C. resolved to make
special efforts in future to pay in full,

Jan 6 1959 Poor attendance in Church causing concern - house Lo house
vieiting suggested,

Aug 4 1959 Teenagers Group formed. Young People's Fellowship.

Oct € 195% Church organ taken down for a full renovation,

Nov 17 1959 Concern regarding the shortage of teachers and scholars in the
Sunday School.

Dec 8 1959 Total of Diocesan Quota paid for the year, £140.

Feb 271960 Bad condition of School roof causing concern.

Aug 7 1960 Complaints about the untidy condition of the Church surrounds,

Huge cleaning-up job decided upon.

Seg 26 1960 Preparatory work commenced for the amalgamation of All Souls'
an . James's parishes,

Nav 1 1960 Decision made Lo sell All Souls' old vicarage, with the vicar of All
Souls"using St. James's vicarage.

Dec 6 1960 Cost of healing and lighting causing concern.

May 9 1961 Diocesan Quota now £177 per annum,

Jun"6" 1961 Decision made to the forming of a side-chapel in the north aisle of
the Chancel.

Oct 10 1961 Decigion made to have the Church interior painted for a cost of
313

Jun 5 1962 New carpet laid in centre aisle and chancel,

Dec IO 1962 The ald floodlighting in church taken out and a new system of
chandeller lIghting installed.

Jan 6 1963 The Vicar-introducing meetings in hames of people whe could not
get out. .

feb 12 1963 New boiler installed in School at a cost of £237,

May 7 1963 System of junjor sidesmen iniroduced.

Sep 7 1943 Stewardship systern of raising money introduced.

Jan 14 1984 Pigeons causing damage in the belfry and arrangements made Lo
exterminate them. Heavy mesh netting fixed to prevent further trouble.

Feb 28 1963 Service of meals for aged people introduced in Scheool.

Dec I 1964 Diacesan Quota for 1965, £347.

Sep 14 1985 Our own Street Warden system introduced, Each warden had a
card In the window for people who were in difficulties of any sort to go there
for help.

Dec 14 1965 Diocesan Quota for 1968, £494.

Dec T4 1965 New carpets laid down the two side aisles.

Feb T 1966 A long revision of the book of common prayer was commenced, the
result of this is the Alternative Service Book.

Mar 25 1966 Full time apparitor resigned. Decided to appoint a part time
cleaner,

Jun 7 1966 Church and School boiters converted to oil fuel.

Sep 13 1986 Decision to fix 2 brass cross on the sast wall, replacing a poertable
crosa, and that the Altar be free standing. it was also decided to make a
children's corner in the south east corner of the nave.

Oct 10 1966 Complaints the Council meetings were dragglng on too long.
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Nov 17 1966 All Souls' and 5t. James's officially a united parish,

Nov 7 1967 Decided that the Alternative. Service of Holy Communion (Series
Iy be tried as an experiment.

Dec 5 1967 Permission was given to the Astley Bridge branch of the 5t. John
Ambulance Brigade for free use of a small room for their meetings once s
week plus space for storage,

Dec 5 1967 Decision made to have an amplification system used in Church,
Aug 1968 Alternative Service of Holy Communton (Series II) now adopted as
a regular Service.

Oct 1 1968 Parish Visitation being held. Parish divided into three areas and
each area visited in Lurn.

Dec 3 1968 Social Committee formed to formulate events and functions.

Dec 3 1968 Anglican - Methodist unity discussed.

Mar & T969 Diocesan Quota now £410,

Jul 29 1969 Appeal made to the Dlocess of £1000 for repairs to the Church,
Aug 26 1969 Appeals delivered to the homes of the parish for donations to the
Church Repair fund.

Feb 9 1971 Re-development taking place in Boardman 5t. - Draycott St. and
WolTenden St, area.

Mar 9 1971 Diocesan Quota now £434.

JuI"Z7 1571 Birthday Party held in celebration of the 90th Anniversary of the
Church,

Jul 27 1971 Bad behaviour of children in and around the Church causing
concern,

Nov 16 1971 Extensive dry rot discovered in Lecture Hall and ante-room.

Jan 18 1977 Parish mission being arranged. (Church Army) ’
Nov 25 1372 Council getting very concerned sbout the serious flnancial
situation,

Mar 28 1973 Sale of School! considered and the crestion of a dual-purpose

church building.

Sep 11 1973 School cellar flooded and causing worry,

Nov I3 1973 Diocesan Quota for 1973, £565.

OctT1 1973 Ordination of women to the Church Ministry being considered.

Mar 5 1974 Architects report regarding converting the Church to a duel-

purpose building, put to the Council. The matter was left in hand.,

Jun 11 1974 Re-development taking place on the Cobden Mill and North end
site,

Sep 24 1974 Costs of landscaping the Church surrounds being considered,

Oct 14 1975 Diacesan quota for 1976, £775.

Uct T2 1975 Parish magazine losing money,

Jan 27 1976 Church boundary walls in Astley Street and Wolfenden Street

béing Towered Lo the ground but with the copings being placed on top. :

Juri 15 1976 Dry rot discovered in Church on the walls and windows over the

otgan chamber,

Jun 15 1976 Job Cresatlon Scheme accepted for the Schools this involved

comprehensive repairs being done such as: re-slating, re-wiring, and

decorating, elc. This was a Government Scheme to provide work for people out

of work,

Nov 30 1976 Broken windows on South side of the Church being repaired, and

guards fixed over the windows. Cost £865.

SBE 13 1977 The Bolton Modsl Rallway Circle allowed the use of the whole
ool for a week-end, The exhibition was open to the public,

Nov 29 1977 Diocesan Quota for 1978, £1706.

May 7 1978 Breaking of Church and School windows bf vandals now causi
great alarm. "

Jun 13 1978 Lete comers to Church services asked to stand at the back of the
Church until the opportunity arose in the service to go to their respective
pews,

Jun 13 1978 School charges increased substantially,

Jan 73 1979 Quota for 1979 was £1866.

Mac 27 1979 New gea fired boller being installed in Church cellar at & cost of
mﬁé g{ranti wa; made Ll;om the Diocese of £100,

n xtensive dry rot discovered in the timber fan vaulting in of
of the north wall. ! witing in the o
Sep 1B 1979 School charges substanlLially increased.

Aug 19 1580 Exterior of Church cleaned at a cost to the P.C.C. of £558.
Nov 1Y 1980 Report by the Vicar on the recent Parish visit,

Nov 1T 1980 Decision made to Install new lighting in Church.
Dec 7 1980 Preparations. belng made for Church Centenary In 1981,

Celebrationsto be held on August Bth and SLh,
Feb 24 1981 Centenary Bazear, Saturday 17th October,
Feb 25 T9B1 Diocesan Quota for 1981, £2874.
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FROM THE CHURCH WARDENS

Dear Friends,

It is with great pleasure that we put a few thoughts Into words as a
contribution to the Centenary handbook.

100 is a great achievement no matter how it happens, whether it be attained in
sport, business, trade, or whatever. To people, 100 is a magic figure, and each
one added to the 100 gives extra invigoration of achievement.

f the parish
All Souls' Church has stood for 100 years as the spiritual centre o s
and many people through those years have given their support to the Church to
maintain this magnificent building - In return they have received the gpiritual
reward which enabled them to overcome the burdens of every day life, and
enjoy more fully the joys of ltfe.

out the next 100 years? Well, here ls a extract from a letter written
l\;vyhiiiea‘;lev. A.B. Harris foyr the 70th Anniversary handbook, which reads: "The
two goad brothers (Thomag and Nathaniel Greenhalgh) who did so much to
build All Souls' Church must have been whales of good fellows. They found the
bulk of the money but were too wise to find It altogether, rather they
encauraged and helped every effort so that t'he parishioners might say 'this is
our Church, we all helped and we will maintain [[ARY

We wiil live up to this and 'maintain it'. We certalnly trust and pray that we
shall, but the fact is, much more effort wili have to be made to achleve thls.

Times have changed from days gone by, snd costs are 80 much grester. Whillst
we have a band of good givers, they are not sufficlent, so we must look to the
residents in the Parish, both old and newcomers who are outside the Chureh,
for your support. We would ask you to bring yaur gifts to Church wherehyuu
wlil receive a welcome, and In return receive the spiritual blessing which so
many of us are lacking today, and then no doubt All Sculs’ will go on for
another 100 years.

Yours sincerely,

E. CROSSLEY AND T.J-DAVIS

22

—

REV. WILLIAM BALLDWIN - OUR OWN PRIEST

There is no purpose in celebrating the centenary of All Souls' Church unless
the reason for which it was buijlt still has a relevance to those it is to serve.

I can claim to know a great deal about All Souls' Church and parish. After all |
was born and bred under the shadow of the church tower and within a few
yards of the church door, in a house that no fonger exists. From the beginning
of my life, All Souls' has been part of me. Yet, when I return to visit, it
becomes clear that I now know very little about the parish. For it has changed,
almost beyond recognition. Apart from a few streets the parish has been
demolished snd re-built., People | knew have moved away and have been
replaced by others making new lives in new homes, Yet All Souls' remains the
same, standing firm In its prominent position for all to see, This serves to
remind us of the one we seek to serve: Jesus Chrlst the Saviour, No matter

how much the world may change, He is the same yesterday, today, and for
aver.

Our centenary reminds us that the Church ls not the building that stands in
Astley Street, but it is the body of Christ that meets under its roof. it is part
of that greater Corpus that meets throughout the world in bulldings of all
shapea and slzes, even in secret, e.g. behind the Iran Curtain, which unites
wlth the Church in heaven ln the service of Almighty God and to the praise of
His Holy Name. All Souls' is thus intended to be the power house of prayer and
sacramental life that generates to those who live within the parish, the living
faith of our blessed Lord and Saviour. The living faith is that relevance to
which I earlier refarred. A new parish within our old parochial boundary is
where that relevance is to become manifest, This is the challenge.

WILLIAM BALDWIN
(St. Anne, Roytaon)
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REV. CANON L. MORLEY - Kent

It is now well over 40 years since I left Bolton, and it emazes me that I am
gtill remembered at All Souls’, I cannot join with you In person as you hold
celebrations but I shall think of you and join with you In spirit.

Never can | forget the amazing kindness that I, and later my wife, received in
my first parish as & Curate. But my greatest pleasure was in my associations
with the younger people of the Parish. 1 would like to think that all of these
and others of my Bolton friends are still active.

Many thanks for all that you are and have been and my very sincere
congratulations to you all.

Yours evers,

Leanard.

REV. R.R. WILSON - Carlisle

Dear Frlends,

Aithough it is over 30 years since 1 was your Vicar, before the link with St.
James’s Church and Parish, 1 am pleased to be associated with your
‘Centenary'. :

Al Souls' Church has borne witness to a positive faith in Ged, in the midst of
changing circumstances, not least many new housses replacing those which
were oceupied by workers of the nearby mills,

My wife joins me In expressing best wishes throughout your 'Centenary Year'
and for a rich and blessed future,

Yours gincerely,

Robert R. Wilson,
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REV. CANON B.H. KELLY - Isle of Man

I am delighted to add my personal congratulations, as well as those of my
family, to the many that will come to the people of All Souls' Church in the
course of this Centenary Year. A hundred years of activity in the Lord's
service is a proud record and one to be rightly celebrated.

All Souls' Church has occupled a significant place in the local community, It
has stood out as a farnilier landmark for miles around, and in doing 30 has
witnessed to that other and spiritval dimension where life assumes a desper
sense of purpose and achieves a richer fulfilment in God. It is a proud story
that could be told of the many who have responded to the Good News of Jesus
Christ by the agency of All Souls' Church, and | feel honoured to have been
agsociated in sorne small way in the telling of the story.

A Centenary is a time for looking back, but also a time for looking forward. 1
am sure the people of All Souls’ will be as ready in the years to come as their
fathers were in their generation to seize and act upon the many opportunities
that will surely come their way, This is my hope and prayer,

Brian H, Kelly.

REV. G. N. HIGHAM - Middleton

Like other incumbents before me - All Souls' with 5t, James's was my first
incumbency, and it will always, therefore, have a speclal place in my rmemory.
Much of what I do in my future ministry will be as a result of the co-operation
and guidance 1 received during the five years I was Vicar of the Parish.

One event that was unique to my time with you was the birth of Rachel, our
first child, and also the flrst child to be born to a 'reigning’ incumbent in what
was then 23 years.

Val and Rachel joln me in wishing you Many Happy Returns, and in praying
that the Parish may continue to flourish, As you reach 100 not out, it is time
to 'take guard' and settle in for the 2nd centenary.

May God bless all that you undertake in His Name and for the furtherance of
His Kingdom.

Gerald. N. Higham,
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That ther is the story of All Souls' Church down the years. Since the church
exterior was clesned a short time ago, it has given us an inkling of how
heautiful it looked on June 30th, 180]1. How then must the interior also have
looked on that memorable day. We cannat really compare because there s so
much cleaning and dacorsating needed today. We would have loved to have done
this for the centenary, but although most of what the Bishop preached at the
consecration services also uncanilly applies to the present day, in one respect
there iz 8 great difference - and that is in the financial situation,

In the days when the Church was consecrated, labour and materials were very
cheap, e.g. note how much the cost was to build the Church (£20,000) and think
what It would cost in these days of very high inflation and severe depression,

Repairs and renewsls, too, arise much more frequently in a Church that is 100
yrars old compared with an entirely new Church - again in these expensive
days It is extremely costly. Diocesan Quotas (money we have to pay the
Diocese) have rocketed within the last few years. In 1923 the Church Levy
(now the quola) was £38B, in this centenary yeer it Is a staggering £2874! Gas
and electricity costs are slso sky high. The average weekly cost, this year, of
keeping our church door open for Lhe worship of God is £211 per week, and this
excludes the costs of exceptional repairs such as dry rot, vandalism, etc,

All churches these deys sre finding it hard to keep ‘allve’ financielly:
Parochial Church Councils, for instance, whose main purpose is to develop,
along with the Vicar, the Kingdom of God, are spending 90% of their time In
grappling with financial matters.

Yes the financial situation is extremely difficult indeed to bear, but let us not

forgel - this is our Centenary Year, and naturally we are very grateful for the

work, thought, and devotion of the Greenhalgh brothers, and what they did for

us so long ego. Remember, Thomas Greenhalgh, In building a large church, wan
not to know of our staggering high expenses today th this mad world,

Our Church is extremely beautiful, and down the years it has beaen served by
devoted Incumbents, curates, and lay people. Let us then be thankful to
Almighly God for all He has given us through those twao brothers, and for the
many Christian people - loyal, devoted, loving, and greatly spiritual, who
appear before us like shadows, within our memories, and to whom we owe s
much. It would be wrong to name names, there are so many of them It would
be very easy to leave someone out. We all cen, however, look back with
gratitude, end great love, to some Christ-like person, or persons, who gave us
such a wonderful example in the days of the past. Let their devoted love and
work be not in vain, and let us keep our Church altve,
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The idea of a Church in Astley Street was not, originatly Thomas Greenhalgh's
own idea - It was given to him from the heart of God. The purpose of building
a Church in the neighbourhood was ‘because the population was rapidly
Increasing'. The population in All Souls' Parieh ts much higher than it was in
tha days when the Church was built, The need therefore is grester and God
needs a Church in the Parish aven more then He did In 16881.

Note, that throughout the description of the consecration, although much has
been written about the Church building the story ls concerned largely with
people like you and me - we are the Church, we sre Chrisl's body. Lst us lhen
make it our resolve thal we shall go forwerd into the second century and
unselfishly give ourselves and our hearts to building up a great Church of
people in this place, We shan't be alone - God will go with us,

In cur celebralions let us, too, spare a thought for those of us who orlginally
belonged to St. James’s Church and who, in the 1960's had to Jose their Church
to the hands of the demolishers, That was a very sad time, but many of those
people joined All Souls’ church and together we all became the Church of All
Souls' with 5t. Jemes's - again a Church of living people.

We sincerley hope, indeed we know, that they will join us in our preyers of
thankfulness and rejoicing end together we shall, with great resolve, face the
second century with thankful hearts.

ALH.
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